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Irish 
Author Jamie O'Neill talks 
about being thrown out on the 
streets aHer the death of a 
famous love, the decade it took 
to write At Swim, Two Boys, 
and earning a place on his 
mother's wall By Mlchall GIlIZ 

l
ri.h author Jamie O'Neill k""p. 
rnaidn,I( ,"""mnes. 1Ii:J ,. ... ~,,,,,,osly 

"""""" "'''''' I.'''''' ,II S,d",- 7\<0 
llGlP (Seru", ...... $2fIJ. I!nIt n.ooe a 
""-"'.Iia >p&..;h in ~'" United Nngduon 

",hen'm, book "uggr<' "'hal "'a>< "". 
".,nodly the Ou-s"'" ad>lUK"e it, hisloty 
fox " ,ieb<n Ir;"h ,,,,,"d. 0..." "'''''"'"'''' 
r1ghIS",,~ fl ln' r1ghl.' "' .... oold, Ih~ 
IabIoido ~ """"_ O'Neill 
.. """ '" ~ .... !OM''''' 1.5 million. 

· 11 ,.,.. 1Ii''' I' ''' ,,,,,>lIc""IQ:: O"!'c>ill 
""""''''' nnd lie'. act""lIy~. Ills 
>10'1' i:J "'",,""dully ~o-rid,,,,,, 
1I~'d " " ,,,,, 10 )'~"'" ",..fllng AI 
Swim_ hi . 200.000· ... 0«1 opic 
"""'" I,,-!a ... r. Wl6 I::a;t,o,- .-. 

Ik>t>-,,'hi .. "''''~i,« in. ",,)d,~ 
alric ' ...."rud. "Sij;hll\>n...,. So"""" 
I, Rim· ...... "1}1>ia11 ... ..nine, and 
amIo1 ,'''' ..,...,uog on M. ~ 
'10 "' .. .....,.,"', to '""'" thai 11>.. ] ....... 
,>f AI ,.,,"m·' .. ory .. ao u.e_inS 
10\" "'"''''''''' ''''0 ,.,...,..., ""l8. 

Sil'~ ob,,,, '" WU< in N",,' YO<I<. 
O"!'dll,,,,,lS "'. '0 '''' a gt,.w ", .. , 
,.."" eo" ''''''''' ... '<>rd', 1.:"," rooos 
al,n ~"o'e lI'ild<>-but '".\oJ. h~ isn', 
W')" """',,<lOI""1.>II ..... ...t. H,'. mo",ccn 
'irritg "1..,, II<' dun .. "" kt", .. 1t<igo 0( 
cum • • ,"'" ru/tun.', ,~....,. .. """'" 110" 
irH ...... ,,"OIloo """'" "''''''''' 0(..1 • .!>lrim 
,,,,,,1 it,,,,,,,,, loInc (n.. V.I\. ""'''I'''''>" 
maIdo'lC tI., r.tm ..,...,.,.Qy Iltan. ,,, '"'"" 
Jamie 110.'11 0( Ililly Uli<>< ... one 0( the 
"""""JI ,,,,,,,1m tilt' ... tor J",,,, t.,,,. "" 
ped"", for """,hor role. Md '''' "'\1""
.J,,",,,, , ..... -:' I,m', kl"".. J",,,, I.aw. I, 
",""01 ~~. R "'"'" it, th .. Bible: 

I\ut ,1/ S"'im. 1\«1116", I"'~"O "'" 

artl &.atertala •• at 

'"\\ • .- l/IaI O'S~W 
i. "niell",ed. I" . " grand 

"Mel nned wi,h all"",io,,,,. 3 mi· 
lIokhlg. '~"g,,"g""rioh "'~'" "Ur,IIIo\s 
,,'i~, delij:lll "' ...... d", fri""d"hiV of LII>" 
,Igt". " ',"II",""",...,,. Jim ~1""k :.\<1 ,m, 
,."",\io ... [lo)~'" iloj.'''. a ""I3/"! "''' I""" 
kid "'i,], a use]""" d.d, Doyle fool. 
"""".1 "i,l! old ..... II"," w ",,,10" ~ liI,ie 
,'aJO ... 1 rIle ' m.. """~"gt'" "8"i'''' IIw' 
hated Uri""'" S"·..."in;c .nd ambil""" 
"'" '""'.,, ,""'" no,Il"". 1""" 110"" link 
,,..., loW' "f I ... " Y"""8 "WOn .",1 thd' 
gro"inl; .... "'" of a lIllY • ...,,,IIy ,,'111, U., 
binb 0(",0''''"' ll>"lan<l 

O'Neill "'-''' ",,'.' tIM"""I'''''' 11 .... ,1>0 

'I( "'." It I . I " " II, "" 

roI~ "f 11">" bo n:n .. '<:Ied in .. _ of 
''';''h hi."01)· ........ ..,., If ,,,'. I""""mi>'ic 
.,botll hi. <o"n"yme"'~ .'hllll)' '" gM 
tl ... ,<>it" , ""I1"",,'~ "', ,mlM, ,hal roukl 
be ",,,,,,,<I from tI'" Jta;. e"l"'rn. ... ", but 
they " 'on',: h," CO""""I11.' .• Among 
gay. (10",.', "" ,1I,'i .• iOl' betwee n 
CalOOliat "nd l'rot .. , •• "n .... They all gel 

al"".!l ~"d ~"'" I'''' '"n,,· """, .nd 
cl"bs. rou ,,'m,ld 'hlnk """"".l< like 
Sil~, ~'~in. i""""" oha,1n& -r"",c .. ·.ll 
10lemlC [hon""""x"ali'y): ,,'o"ld "'11. 
'We'", II'" '0 I<ru"n fro"'lht .. •• 

In ()"Seill '~ o .. n 8-"1)' life. !he ""'"""" 

"''''' <"''''' I"",l During ,1 .. I''''''' I"M"Y 
ow .... ,or 10' • • ; ... n,,, II<>V<' 0 sh."l~ to 



.,..,. U.K. """"""" ~ O1'elU Md 
tt....n In II\< ... 11000) ""...." befote: In 
1988, O'N<!lI .. ,.. houndod ~ lho _ 
0/'1",. tbo <Il'alb 01. lib """"",", B8C!aIk • 
• /oow """' RuooeIiJIany. Q"N.,;n·. plc

ture " .... ..,.,......, """"'" every.-
per .. lIarty's lonr_ that·. the 
unlrnllg!nably .... ltwartl "'"10:1 he came 
out to iii> llunil»--<ow.l_ ~ 
otI'.....J him WOO) for an !run .......... 

WorSe stili. O'Nelli .... y •• he w" 
U·".le~ l'o .... m~ou.ly by Itonf" 
",bth..".. who ~Iy """ ... hh .. 
0Ul 01. tbo Ioome tbo """..,.. ...... t """"'" 
ror)'l.'l'ltl."[ ,.· ... lCIuo!ly 1i\1ng on lbe 
""""" 01. tnndon," _ 0'Nrill. "I had 
nothing. They buml my 010110" •. 
-nw,y ...,.. my cu. "!hoy ... ..,.. "",,,,'ed 

~"". 
O'Nelli .ank Into ~epr" ... lon ror 

l""""" To 10" cre<Ii~ .... '"'""'" alIlbe 
dirt). """"'1 t.,..".-d at him, and wfoen 
lib "",.,j hit. be hoped !he link to lib 

IMk>I<I PM! ... ""Id """'" """" up. lie 
worriod j>OQJllo ,,"OllId thInIc .... """"'-"d 

10 capi!.aIi:u on hi> ~lebrity I."ONI"" 
!Ion. Ite ...... ~ • coopIe <If ........ 
Ween Imp"""""",- AlUIough lbe PI':'"I 
widely ",poned that A.I SIC;»>, 7\00 
Bovs 10 O'Neill', -..... the r!tOt 10 thai 
JWty, an _ """""'" ngun" Iuod ..... 

~ him to write t"'" Krller. far 
1_ ~ """,Is. 'J doro\ """""" 
cr thcm 10 ho min." .. yo O·"elli. 
""TheY'" from ... hat I ......w.;r ~ a 
pn· '"Ioo.tI1nt.wn8!1oo. " 

!luI A.I Swim is a book I\< proudly 
clalms. Md Its ouccH/I has e~ed 
""" '""""" In ~ O"N<!lI's ",,,,n. 
" '100 dldn'l ""'" a picture of her """ 
among the f"",lly photos for "'''''Y 
yeIIr.I for r ..... 01. bftng a.ked when he"d 
be nWl}1ng a woo ..... 

O·N.ur. CWTent partner, a.~ 

datoct'<·lwnod·maMo'ur named Julien 
JoI1.1rt<!d to"""", the oih>«lioro O!\ .. 
tht:Ir /InO:.toiI. ........... ...., 801 toorne. .... 
"""'" a picture 0( "",," "'II'" 0"NeIII. "The 
nerl lime ""e ...... 1hen!. still no picture 
of n ... Then " ...... all \his Ithe W4re 
""",!he booklluippffied. my mOlh." 
.... n ed ""","Ins Ihe newopa.~ cill'" 
phogo IOu.. ~" 

O'NeilI Iaugho: 'They all oaid, "God, 
,.""., grw! AWI<tI",or"a ~.~ In,..,.,Uns 

this new 0010: ~a ..... "'"yd ""'"e' 
_ .... had arooIht-.- """" • • 

GiIlz "-"iI"'frpobl~ indMding 
<Joe New YorI< I'0oI. 
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